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of stone and mortar, the encircling walls and moats of
extensive cities, some of which must have covered spaces
equal in area to that of ancient Rome or the London of
the eighteenth century. There were obelisks covered with
hieroglyphs, and columns grotesquely or even beautifully
sculptured; painted and engraved pictures of men and
beasts, and ideograms which no doubt told stories of the
great conquests over man and nature on the part of the
once civilized natives of this region. Apparently this
development of the arts of building and decoration, and
the densely populated cities, had been brought to a close
by invasions from the direction of Mexico; and the Tolteks
and Mayas, the Kiches and Waiknas, had been overcome
and degraded by the attacks of the Azteks and Nahuatl of
Mexico. But a good deal of their downfall was due to
incessant civil wars amongst themselves, between tribe and
tribe, city and city, a condition of affairs which left what
remained of their civilization powerless to resist the inva-
sion of small bodies of Spaniards, armed with guns and
gunpowder, and mounted on horses.

Against these fierce and resolute Europeans the re-
sistance of the Amerindians of Yucatan and Guatemala
availed but little, though some of the great cities in this
region could send out bodies of over 70,000 fighting men,
whose weapons were slings and stones, assagays and
poisoned arrows, wooden pikes and swords, or clubs of
wood into which pieces of sharp stone or the teeth of
animals had been inserted. The shields with which they
defended themselves were made of the tough hide of the
tapir. But with their firearms and their sharp swords,
daggers, and lances of steel, the Spaniards slaughtered
these wretched creatures by tens of thousands in the battles
which took place during the early sixteenth century. The